same year, miner numbers increased from 287 to 441 souls. The volume of mining permits issued jumped from 194 to 453 during the same period. ' Newly-arrived miners often were veterans of other diggings, hard-bitten and resolute men who dreamed of great wealth. One miner remembered:
So intent were the newcomers on making money by mining, that they could not take time to erect . . . even a comfortable dwelling place. Instead of houses, they usually lived in dens or caves; a large hole or excavation being made into the side of a hill or bluff, the top being covered with poles, grass and sods.' A newspaper reported: "There is a great number of people here, and business in this place is very lively."' Lead smelting increased dramatically. Production for 1825 amounted to 332 tons, a figure which ballooned to 2590 tons in 1827. "> Lead prices reached $4.50 per hundredweight in 1827, but declined to less than one-half that amount in 1829 as abundant lead supplies drove the price downward. "
Inevitably, the enforcement of lead district boundaries proved impossible. Avaricious miners crossed indiscriminately and illegally onto Winnebago lands, and rarely heeded official commands to desist. Similar encroachments had occurred in other areas with nearly identical results. In March, 1809, a military force drove several hundred white families off of Dodge pursued the shadowy Winnebago hostiles northeast along the Wisconsin River, penetrating deep inside Indian territory. Few Winnebago were engaged and the "war" ended in September as abruptly as it had begun. Casualties on both sides were few. "
Ironically, the Winnebago War presented Dodge with a fortuitous opportunity. While chasing the elusive Winnebago near the Wisconsin, Dodge stumbled upon the richest lead lands in the entire mining country. With the war soon over. Dodge returned to Winnebago territory. Ignoring the illegality of mining there. Dodge embraced his own opportunity to "strike a lead" and commenced mining on November 3, 1827; a smelter was constructed shortly thereafter. Miners rushed to join Dodge, appropriately dubbing the spot "Dodge's Dig- Street immediately launched himself into agency business, resolved to comprehend every facet of Winnebago affairs. He quickly ascertained that the Winnebago, who numbered between 900 and 1(X)O braves, were still "greatly discontented with our people and dissatisfied with the conduct of our Government in relation to the lead mines." Winnebago visitors to the Prairie du Chien agency told of wholesale violations of their lands by trespassing miners. Street succinctly reported on November 15, 1827: "The mining opperations (sic) at Fever River have extended East of the line . . . [see Street map of Fever River region] between the Ottawas and the Winnebagoes, some distance into the Winnebago country."^' Miner transgressions were stimulated by the "rage for mining which seems to have opperated (sic) upon the whites last summer, as [permits] were obtained and diggings commenced, and persued (sic) with great success without any regard to this line."" Street excoriated Superintendent Thomas for compounding the problem. Thomas had issued mining permits indiscriminately, indirectly sanctioning widespread mining over the boundary line into Winnebago territory. " Pressured by rising numbers of Winnebago complaints, Thomas attempted to restrain the recalcitrant miners, but without success.^" Street deplored the miners' brash, headlong conduct, believing their intransigence exemplified undesirable white traits which would hamper his own efforts to "civilize" the Winnebago. Only demonstrations of the "superiority" of white society. Street believed, would turn the Winnebago from their nomadic life-style. ^T o this end. Street consistently urged the purchase of Winnebago lands east of the Mississippi River and their removal west of the river into unsettled Iowa. Street fervently hoped that vast purchase would remove the Winnebago from white proximity and insulate them from the region's "rapidly increasing and industrious population." He elaborated:
I cannot doubt that all reasonable men must consider these so unhappy wanderers of the wilds have some claim upon the philanthrophy of the nation before the fall of whose crowding population they are melting like the snows of their own region before the rays of the midsummer's sun."
By December, 1827, rumors reached Street that Dodge, with sixty or seventy men, was mining in Winnebago territory, "resolved to sustain (his) ground by force if necessary."" Street dispatched a messenger to verify the rumors which proved to be true, confirming Street's own suspicions. Dodge exploited extensive diggings which were "not near the line, and cannot be deemed a mistake ... [as they were located at least] thirty miles within the line of the Winnebago lands. ^' Worked by Dodge and others who were "flocking to him from Fever River" and paid him a fee to prospect in the area, the mines yielded up tremendous quantities of lead:
The ore is more abundant, nearer the surface, and obtained with greater facility than ever known in this country. It is said he [Dodge] has raised half a million [pounds] of mineral, smelted from 900 to 1000 bars, and is smelting fifty bars a day. With two negro (sic) men in one place he raises about 2000 pounds per day." "Street felt the miners were, for the most part, "low, gross, and behaved like blackguards." Street to Edwards, November, 1827, in the Edwards Papers. 313. The miners frequently abused the Winnebago, particularly the women, whom they sometimes took as squaws "to the utter shame and disgust of the normal portions of society here." Street to Barbour, January 8, 1828, Agency Papers. All were well-armed with rifies and ammunition. Street wrote deprecatingly of Dodge: "He is, / think, a good man-pecunarily unfortunate-and I suppose, making a 'bold stroke' for a fortune."^" The Winnebago kept up their bitter complaints about Dodge; Street worried lest Dodge's presence provoke another Indian uprising. Winnebago chief Carumna the Lame lamented that the miners were "taking lead where it is easy to be got ... we did not expect this, and we want to know when they will stop. The hills are covered with them (miners) and more and more are coming, shoving us off our lands, and taking them to make lead."" To halt the miners, on January 26, 1828, Street dispatched subagent John Marsh to Dodge's Diggins with an order to move off immediately or face removal by military force." Street requested a troop escort from the Fort Crawford garrison at Prairie du Chien, (located opposite the present-day site of MacGregor, Iowa) but Major John Fowle, the acting commandant, refused the requisition, protesting that his garrison was "undermanned."" Marsh struggled overland through bitter winter weather to Dodge's Diggings, arriving there around February first. Marsh read Street's removal order to Dodge and an assemblage of miners, but detected no inclination on either part to heed the order and abandon the diggings. Dodge insisted his mining claim violated no laws, haughtily declaring that Street's order:
. . . was predicated upon the assumption that we are on land belonging to the Indians-we are not satisfied by any evidence we have seen that we are within any boundary established between the United States and any Indian tribe, but seeing the order is peremptory we have no disposition to set at defiance the constituted authorities of the Government [and] we assure you that we will leave this place as soon as we can safely remove.'"
Prairie du Chien in 1830, by Henry Lewis
Dodge's reply was hollow, indeed. He had no intention of leaving his rich "Diggings."
Marsh formally reported his finding to Street on February 7, 1828. Although Dodge adamantly maintained that he was not even on Winnebago lands, he had negotiated personal "agreements" with the tribe which supposedly legitimatized his valuable mining claim." Street viewed Dodge's Winnebago dealing as patently illegal. Only agents of the federal government could conduct legitimate negotiations with the Indians. Dodge's "agreements" were, in truth, negotiated with but a few Winnebago living near his mining operations.
Marsh confirmed the richness ofthe operations: "The ore is found in great abundance, near the surface of the ground, and in very large masses. Few ofthe excavations are more than ten feet deep. The whole country appears to be literally full of land ore, and the cost of obtaining it is trifling indeed." Marsh's report sounded an ominous note, however: Clark, February 12, 1828, and Henry Dodge to Connolly, February 12, 1828, both Gen Dodge resides in a small stockade fort near the principal mine. There are about twenty log houses in the vicinity, besides several more remote. He [Dodge] has a double furnace in constant operation, and a large quantity of lead in bars and in the crude state. From the best information I have been able to obtain, there are about 130 men engaged in mining at this place, and completely armed with rifles and pistols."
Notwithstanding his agreements with the Winnebago, Dodge viewed the Indians apprehensively. A traveler journeying through the area early in 1828 found:
... his [Dodge's] cabin surrounded by a formidable stockade, and the miners liberally supplied with ammunition. The Winnebago had threatened the little colony, and were displaying an ugly disposition. Dodge entertained us in his cabin, the walls of which were covered with guns. He said that he had a man for every gun, and would not leave the country unless the Indians were stronger than he." Street was outraged. He fumed at Dodge's blithe treatment of the removal order, an order violated even as Dodge mined his claim. A host of miners, including Dodge, openly and defiantly violated the treaty-guaranteed reserve of "five leagues square" as "ten times that amount (was) occupied and much of it worked."'" Nevertheless, Street detected a single redeeming feature of Marsh's excursion-Marsh had discovered a passable, advantageous route to the diggings. Convinced that military strength alone would uproot the miners. Street planned to secure a military detachment from Fort Crawford, retrace Marsh's route, and swoop down on the unsuspecting miners, effecting a complete surprise, and hopefully avoiding "the shedding of blood between white men on Indian lands."" Sobered by Marsh's revelations. Street once again requested a detachment from Fort Crawford to enable him to "seize the trespassers and their property."^" He obliquely admitted to Major John Fowle that "General Dodge's residence is enclosed with a strong stockade fort [and] log buildings . . . present also a strong line of redoubts . . . that might be rendered formidable to a party sent to remove them." The harsh winter weather also posed a serious obstacle, but Street felt "constrained" to request 180 troops to "seize the trespassers.'"" Fowle again refused Street's request for troops, informing Street that of the 147 soldiers stationed at the garrison, only 130 were "fit for duty." The major explained that granting even halfof Street's request would leave the fort undermanned, and he was unable to spare the men. Fowle made no mention of the severe weather or the strong, defensive fortifications at Dodge's Diggings."F urious at the army's apparent "cowardice," Street contemptuously condemned the Fort Crawford garrison:
The soldiers here are the most drunken, dissipated, and abandoned scoundrels I have ever seen. Hogs, pigs, turkeys, and etc. are frequently stolen from the citizens (with) scenes of drunken revelry more becoming to savages than the military man."
Street fared as badly with the miners. While Dodge was universally hailed as the "miners' hero," Street feared for his personal safety at the miner's hands."" Street wrote Lawrence Taliaferro on March 3, 1828, that he had ruefully abandoned an excursion downriver to St. Louis. The Mississippi had frozen over, preventing river travel, and an overland journey would have necessitated travel through the mining district where Street believed he would have been "instantly arrested . . . and perhaps compelled to remain some time at the most disagreeable place I was ever at. The stalemate was finally broken in June of 1828. Clark, anxious to forestall a confrontation with Dodge, ordered a formal "re-examination" of Winnebago boundary lines. Amazingly, Dodge's claim was "found to be within the tract of country in which [leases] were to be made, and a lease [was] granted to General Dodge," in effect nullifying Street's enforcement efforts and upholding Dodge's claim at the Winnebago's expense. With the legitimacy of his claim assured. Dodge played the role of model miner. He requested filing instructions for mining and smelting reports as required by leasing regulations, stating that his "rent" for July, 1828 amounted to $3,438. That rent was based upon the smelter of 343,640 pounds of lead from 719,011 pounds of ore. Applying the standard ten per cent royalty, his gross profit for the month exceeded $30,000."' Clark chose to ignore Winnebago unrest and wrote that "no other intruders have been reported to me.""* Contrary to Clark's assertion, the Winnebago were greatly agitated. Lead miners pushed even beyond Dodgeville, as the settlement was called, prospecting to the farthest reaches of Winnebago territory. In the process, miners devoured Winnebago corn crops. 
